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The first request which we made was that our masters should
discuss our needs with us; but this they refused, on the ground
that no right to make this request is recognised by law. They
have also declared to be illegal our requests to diminish the work-
ing hours to eight hours daily, to agree with us about the prices
of our work, to consider our misunderstandings with the inferior
administration of the factories, to increase the wages for the labour
of women and of general labourers, so that the minimum daily
wage should be one rouble per day, to abolish overtime work,
to give us medical attention without insulting us, to arrange the
workshops so that it might be possible to work there and not find
in them death from awful draughts and from rain and snow.
All these requests appeared to be, in the opinion of our masters
and of the factory and mill administrations, illegal. Every one
of our requests was a crime, and the desire to improve our condi-
tion was regarded by them as impertinence, and as offensive
to them.
Sire! here are many thousands of us, and all are human beings
only in appearance. In reality, in us, as in all Russian people,
there is not recognised any human right, not even the right of
speaking, thinking, meeting, discussing our needs, taking measures
for the improvement of our condition. We have been enslaved,
and enslaved under the auspices of Thy officials, with their
assistance, and with their co-operation. Every one of us who
dares to raise a voice in defence of working-class and popular
interests is thrown in jail or is sent into banishment. . . .
Sire! we, working-men, have no voice in the expenditure of
the enormous amounts raised from us in taxes. We do not
know even where and for what is spent the money collected
from a beggared people. The people are deprived of the possi-
bility of expressing their desires, and they now demand that they
may be allowed to take part in the introduction of taxes and in
the expenditure of them. The working-men are deprived of the
possibility of organising themselves in unions for the defence
of their interests. . . .
Sire! Do not refuse assistance to Thy people. Bring them
from the grave of legal oppression, beggary, and ignorance.
Give their destiny into their own hands. . . .
The Russian Workers' Petition to Nicholas II,
January 9, 1905.